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• International vessel traffic could increase 60% 
by 2040

• Current average: 3,186 vessels per year

• 2040 forecast: 5,299 vessels per year

• Tanker traffic will increase significantly (as 
much as 611%), mainly due to LNG tankers 

• Major growth on the North Coast of British 
Columbia (217%)

• Escort tug traffic will increase as more vessels 
will require assistance to safely navigate 
through coastal waters

What we found:
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Types of vessel traffic included in the 
study:

• Commercial vessels > 300 GTs 
• Bulk carriers

• Container ships

• LNG/LPG carriers

• Oil tankers

• Tugs greater than 15 m in length

• Cruise ships excluded
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• PROJECTS ON THE MAP
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Maximum number of vessels for each project added to the average traffic from 2016 – 2023.
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Forecast for vessel traffic on the North Coast of British Columbia 2024 – 2040 based on the maximum number 
of vessels for each project added to the average traffic from 2016 – 2023.
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Forecast for vessel traffic on the South Coast of British Columbia 2024 – 2040 based on the maximum number of 
vessels for each project added to the average traffic from 2016 – 2023.
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Forecasted increase in escort tug traffic in the Salish Sea 2023 – 2040.

Source: https://www.seaspan.com/seaspan-marine/tug-barge-services/https://www.seaspan.com/stories/a-decade-in-the-making-haisea-
guides-first-lng-carrier-into-kitimat/
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Connect with us:

Tessa Coulthard
Research Lead
Tessa.Coulthard@clearseas.org

QUESTIONS & DISCUSSION
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