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Existing marine protections around Haida Gwaii SGang Gwaay: Haida Heritage Site, UNESCO World Heritage Site, 
and National Historic Site 2



Establishing a Safe Distance Offshore

Objective 4.3 “…encourage large 
vessels to transit sufficiently far 

offshore of Gwaii Haanas to 
ensure adequate response time 

and prevent accidents.”
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Process: Proactive Vessel Management
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Partnership under the Reconciliation Framework 
Agreement
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! Co-chairs: Council of the Haida Nation, 
Transport Canada 

! Federal departments: Parks Canada, Canadian 
Coast Guard 

! CDN Shipping industry associations: Chamber of 
Shipping, Shipping Federation of Canada, Cruise 
Lines International Association, Council of 
Marine Carriers, International Ship-Owners 
Alliance of Canada 

! US industry associations: Pacific Merchants 
Shipping Association, Puget Sound Marine 
Exchange

! BC Coast Pilots; Nuu-chah-nulth Tribal Council

Collaborative Process: 
Participants
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Monitoring using EMSA
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Monitoring Results
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Communications 
and Awareness

! Information sheet distributed by industry 
associations to agents

! Navigational warning, monthly notices to 
mariners, CHS publications (electronic 
and paper navigational charts, Sailing 
Directions), TC Ship Safety Bulletin

! MCTS communications with vessels 
inside 12 nm

! TC follow-up with vessels inside the VPZ

! Direct communication with US operators 
in Pacific Northwest trade

! Monthly progress reports available on 
website www.haidagwaii-vpz.ca
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http://www.haidagwaii-vpz.ca


Feedback from Mariners

12

C+,,+3,(+)$&3+0S(HMU
V2.$3(*+,42",+,S(HKJ
7+,42",+(*$.+S(UPL

?8$*+"+,,(2-(C<W
9$/(IKIH( XY53/(IKII



Successes and Challenges
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Next Steps
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