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Management challenge

• Need for improved consideration and 
mitigation of shipping impacts in MPAs in 
Canada

Aim

• Improve collective understanding of domestic 
and international tools to reduce impacts from 
shipping in MPAs in Canada 

Audience

• MPA practitioners and shipping experts from 
across GoC departments, ENGOs, industry, 
other interested governments and 
stakeholders 

Scope

• Canadian marine waters (coastline to 200 NM 
limit)   

A toolkit for Canada  
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A toolkit for Canada

• 15-page quick reference guide

• Reports on shipping impacts to birds, benthic 
habitats, ice habitats, and cetaceans

• Analysis of legal tools for reducing impacts in 
MPAs*

• Evaluation of tools for monitoring and 
compliance

• Three case studies

• St. Ann’s Bank MPA*

• Scott Islands mNWA*

• Tallurutiup Imanga National Marine 

Conservation Area

What’s in the toolkit? 

https://wwf.ca/habitat/oceans/shipping-in-marine-protected-areas-toolkit/
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Table 1. Oceans Act Marine 

Protected Areas

Navigating the Law, p.11
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An overview and analysis of the 

legal tools available to address 

shipping impacts in MPAs:

• MPA Laws

• Shipping Laws

Navigating the Law
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Appendix A: Protection Options Reference Table 

Navigating the Law, p. 42
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Mitigating specific risks
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• Oceans Act MPA

• Shipping not regulated

• Perceived limitations on regulation of 

shipping stalled further discussion at AOI 

stage

• “Navigation may be carried out in the 

MPA”

Atlantic: St. Anns Bank Marine Protected Area
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• Canada Wildlife Act mNWA

• Prohibition on carrying out any activity 
that is likely to disturb, damage or 
destroy wildlife or its habitat in the 
mNWA or to remove wildlife or its habitat 
from the mNWA, BUT vessels navigating 
in accordance with the CSA are 
exempted.

• At present, though the Regulations 
establish some measures to reduce the 
risk of predator introduction to the 
islands, they still largely permit shipping 
and other vessel traffic to continue as 
before.

Pacific: Scott Islands marine National Wildlife Area
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• Historically, many of the shipping impacts in MPAs have not been addressed.

• The process of addressing shipping impacts needs to start early: at the initial 
identification and development stage.

• Each MPA has unique features that are threatened by different shipping impacts (e.g. 
whales in St. Anns Bank, species at risk and birds in Scott Islands) that require 
consideration. Breaking down shipping measures by impact allows the best 
management and/or regulatory tool to be put in place.

• Where mandatory measures are not possible, voluntary measures and agreements can 
be used to reduce harm and improve conservation outcomes for MPAs.

• Management of shipping in MPAs should be integrated into wider vessel management.

Case study recommendations: Summary
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• The impacts of shipping activities are increasingly 

understood, and need to be addressed within MPAs

• Practitioners/experts need information about where MPAs are 

located and how to reduce risks

• A suite of legal tools is available under existing legislation to 

address many of these impacts

• Applying these tools will help reduce pressures on marine life 

in these sensitive and important areas, and provide clarity 

and certainty to operators

Toolkit lessons learned 
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